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Spring 2017  
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Program Staff & Information 

 

Mercer Intl Middle School ± Community Learning Center 

1600 S. Columbian Way #135 | Seattle, WA 98108 

O: 206-252-8020 | C: 206-423-1476 | E: dlhicks@seattleschools.org  

Hours: 9:00AM ± 5:30PM 

 

Recreation Management:  

Damien Hicks ± Program Coordinator | Won Choi ± Community Engagement 

Recreation Staff:  

Javon Carlisle | Jasmine Willis | Julianne Lake | Mary Brown-Mason | Christian Tugade | 

Sam Terry | Eternity Trotter | Angela Moseley-Freeman  

Spring OST Schedule  

 

Open Registration  

Priority Registration: 01/09/2017 ± 01/26/2017 | Late Registration: until 02/24/2017 
             *bus routes are designed around students who meet priority deadline.  

Program Dates 

March 6, 2017 ± May 26th, 2017 | Monday - Friday 3:25 ± 4:50PM   

Daily Routine 

3:25 - 3:35 | Attendance and Snack | Cafeteria  

3:40 - 4:50 | Academic and Enrichment Classes | See Schedule  
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4:55 - 5:00 | Parent Pickup and Bus Departure   

Special events and family engagement 

Registration Night ± join the OST program for our first registration night, students and families can 

come explore the program options, share in club presentations and performances and register for the 

next session in person.  

When: January 26th, 2017  

Time: 6:00 ± 7:00PM  

Cultural Celebrations 

The Mercer CLC is proud to host several culturally relevant celebrations each school year; these 

celebrations create an opportunity for students, families, and the community to come together in 

a friendly environment and enjoy good entertainment, great food, and appreciate the 

contributions of each culture represented in our school.  

Á African American Cultural Night  

When: February 16th, 2017  

Time: 5:30 ± 7:00pm  

Á East African Cultural Night  

When: March 23rd, 2017  

Time: 5:30 ± 7:00pm  

Á Asian Cultural Night  

May 25th, 2017  

Time: 5:30 ± 7:00pm 

Spring Break Camp | April 10th ± 12th, 2017 | 9:00 ± 12:30pm  

This 3-day camp is an opportunity for 6th and 7th grade students to do some last minute prep 

before SBA testing window. Students will be provided breakfast and snack during this time. 

Space is limited to 30 students, so apply early.  
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A field trip will take place on the final day of program for those students who attend all three 

days.  

OST Expectations for all 

 

The expectations of Students are to follow school and district expectations at all times during pro- grams. 

This includes bus rides home. The CLC provides an environment where you and your students feel safe 

and free to explore and express their feelings and opinions in a respectful manner. 

It is the promise of the CLC staff and volunteers to: 

¶ Establish and provide high, clear and visible expectations for all students. 

¶ Provide an opportunity for students to exercise voice and choice about programs and class 

offerings. 

¶ Establish and maintain regular routines and procedures. 

¶ Encourage amiable relationships between 

students and instructors. 

 

 

 

  

A few baseline rules for students: 

¶ No Electronics Policy ± Students are provided an opportunity to check in with their families from 

3:15 ± 3:25pm. After which students will be asked to put all phones on silence and place in pocket 

or backpack until program is over. 

¶ Attendance is required - to keep your spot in the OST program you have selected. If a student has 

®3¯ or more absences, they are at risk of being dropped from the program/activity. 

¶ Students must be in the cafeteria by 3:25 pm to be on time. Students should present with a pass 

from a teacher if they are going to be late. 
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Academic Services 

Homework Café ± The Homework Café is time for independent or group work. We provide a space for students 

to complete group projects, as well as teachers to provide 1:1 help in homework completion. Students must 

come with homework ready to work. This is not a place to socialize; it is a place to get the job done.   

6th Grade | Room 129 ± Ms. Mary  

7th Grade | Room 407  

8th Grade | Room 215 ± Ms. Mc Gall  

 

Spanish Café ± Students whose primary language is Spanish can come to one place for homework assistance. 

Bilingual assistance is available to help students fully comprehend homework assignments in any subject.  

Wednesdays | Room P404 ± Mr. Martinez  

 

Reading Achievement Club (R.A.C.) - RAC will engage students in strategies that make reading and 

comprehension a breeze. Engage in small group instruction and independent reading circles that spark 

dialogue and an urgency to read the next page.  

Tuesdays & Thursdays (*Students must attend both days)  

7th & 8th Grade | Room 321 ± Ms. Lee  

 

The Math Improvement Club (The M.I.C.) ± The MIC is an afterschool math club that will provide students an 

opportunity to get additional practice with skill development through a combination of small group work and 

interactive games. Students will gain confidence in their mathematic ability, increase their enjoyment of math 

and improve their work with others.  

Tuesdays & Thursdays  

6th Grade | Room 111 ± Ms. Bui  

7th Grade | Room 134 ± Mr. Tesoroni or Ms. Allen  

8th Grade | Room 318 ± Mr. Barnum-Reese  

 

 



  

  



S.T.E.A.M. Programs and activities 

Art & Digital Media -. Students will learn how to: 

° Produce their own media content using digital photography, video and audio technologies  

° Develop skills in web design, graphic design, video and music editing, and camera operating  

° Learn to write journalistically, research traditional and electronic sources 

° Responsibilities in journalism and how to effectively use the media to inform their peers.  

Mondays & Wednesdays | Room 214A ± Mr. Craig   

  

 

Theatre & Performing Arts -  In Theater Arts class, students will learn to work as an ensemble (a group 

of actors working together) through improvisation games and activities. Students will work on 

storytelling in improvised activities and through writing scenes and 

monologues. Students will perform for one another and learn to offer feedback 

on their work. This class requires bravery and kindness.  

 

Thursdays | Room 209 ± Ms. Meredith  

 

 

Pitch Perfect ± Students will get in touch with their vocal power. Participants practice the skills of 

breath control, pitch and harmonizing while engaging in both solos and ensemble work that encourages 

deep listening and risk taking. Students help to form and shape the class, so they feel invested. This 

builds a sense of ownership, which is key in keeping participants actively engaged.  

http://kvru.org/
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Fridays | Room 208 ± Ms. Erica  
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Mural Art Design ± 

Are you looking to leave your mark on the Mercer Campus? Bring your artistic abilities and creative 
expressions to help other students paint a mural on the side of a Mercer Portable.  

Wednesdays | Room 213 ± Mr. Mohamed  

 

 

Architecture in Action! ±  

Our partnership with SAF allows students to participate in hands-on activities such as model 
building as well as group discussions and games about architecture, design and how they improve 

community issues.   

Mondays | Room 213  

 

 

 

3D Urban Art Printing - In this class, we will be creating a unique, colorful and meaningful Urban 

Art mural using elements designed on Tinkercad and produced through 3d printing. We will use 3d 

printers, laptops and art materials to build an interactive art project throughout the course of the 
class. 

 Fridays | Room 214A ± Mr. Greg  

 

 

 

Cooking with Heart ± this six-week program is designed to teach students the basic skills required to 
prepare their own meals at home, as well as the information they need to make healthier choices. Each 

workshop will be hands on, fun, and educational.  

http://urbanartworks.org/
https://www.facebook.com/31433517306/photos/90829977306/
http://www.stempaths.org/


 

Wednesdays | Room 115 ± Ms. Mary (Last class 4/26) 
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Wind Turbines ± Have you ever wondered how windmills were used to generate electricity? In this 

class students learn the importance of wine turbines today, students build their own and test the ability 
for them to produce energy.  

Thursdays | Room 101 ± Ms. Elasky & Mr. Parker 

 

 

Intro to Web Design ± Students will develop familiarity with designing their own webpage; and theyll 

learn critical technology skills in coding. Students will either develop or deepen their interest and 
confidence in interacting with technology.  

Tuesdays | Room 214A ± Ms. Morgan  

 

Seattle Robotic Arts!  

Robotics is a great tool to reinforce and teach math concepts, programming, teamwork, problem-
solving, etc. Students will get a working understanding of basic circuitry, learning safe workshop 

practices, all while being introduced to topics in contemporary art.  

Tuesdays | Room 105 ± Mr. Andy  

 

Zoo Crew  

Zoo Crew empowers middle school youth to become conservation leaders by providing science 
learning experiences that inspire them to learn, care and act. The program provides students an 

opportunity to explore STEM and conservation careers.  

Mondays | Room 107 ± Mr. Ryan  

 

 

Bridge Club ± Join the award winning Champions of Seattle NextGen Bridge Club. Students engage 
in this strategic four player card game that teaches logic while having fun. Students in this club 

compete in City and State Tournaments; and have the ability to earn a trip to the National Competition 

held annually in Washington D.C.  

http://www.computingkids.com/
http://www.zoo.org/page.aspx?pid=1722


Thursdays | Room 316 ± Ms. Carol and Mr. Bill  



Enrichment & recreation programs 

Get Real ± students engage in weekly workshops that teach communication skills, conflict resolution, 

and learn how to build healthy and respectful relationships. Students will learn how to navigate out of 
troubled relationships through activities and role-playing.  

Mondays | Room 214 ± Mr. Cyrus & Ms. Alma    

    

 

Girls on the Run ± Girls on the Run is a positive youth development program for 6th-8th grade girls. We 

inspire girls to be joyful, healthy and confident using a fun, experienced based curriculum which 

creatively integrates running.  

Tuesdays & Thursdays | Jefferson Park ± Ms. Natalie 

 

Philosophy club ± students will have a safe space to express their ideas and further develop those ideas. 

Engaging in philosophical inquiry can bolster students ability to think deeply about beliefs, values, 

and evaluate assumptions they have of others.  

Wednesdays | Room 212A- Mr. Nemo  

 

Career Explorers ± students will learn about their unique learning styles and personalities and how that 

relates to school and potential career paths; students will engage in activities and interact with guest 

speakers.  

Mondays | Room 408 ± Ms. Natalie  
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Ninja Fitness ± Enjoy this fun and exciting training that reaches the mind, body and soul. Building 

better communities through the fitness of our youth.  

Mondays | Room 209 ± Mr. Hongtou  

 

Flag Football ± flag football is a version of US-American football where the basic rules of the game 
are similar to those of the mainstream game but instead of tackling the team using flags to encourage 

safe play. Our intramural league is designed to encourage leadership development; team captains are 

chosen to lead individual teams consisting of 5-8 players. Students lead practice sessions and coach 
games under the direction of the coach.  

*Academic grade checks will determine eligibility to play 

Tuesdays and Thursdays | Turf Field ± Coach Javon  

 

Tennis - this introductory to tennis program will consist of skill development and matches held 

between students of Mercer. Matches will happen individually and doubles. Supplies are limited so if 
students have their own tennis rackets to bring we encourage them to bring them along.  

*Volunteer coaches are needed 

Tuesdays and Thursdays | Jefferson ± Upper Courts ± Coach Christian 

 

MixxedFit! ± This people-inspired dance fitness combines explosive dance fitness with boot camp 

toning. Everything about this dance fitness program is big, exaggerated, and explosive! MixxedFit 
was created in Seattle, WA by Lori Chung. Join us!  

Fridays | Room 209 ± Ms. Lupe 

 

Breakdancing ± Explore the culture of hip-hop and breakdancing. Students will learn the history, 

vocabulary, and foundation of the dance. We will delve into musicality and expression through 

performance while learning the basic fundamentals of the dance.  

Fridays | Room 209 ± Mr. Jerome 

 

  

https://www.facebook.com/50654600097/photos/10154132216870098/


Mentoring & service learning 

Student Leadership Council ± students will work alongside the OST leaders helping to decide 

programs, evaluating current programs, assisting with the planning and setup of special events. This 
group will also include those students interested in performing during the specific events. For details 

choose the program specific to the event you want to participate with below:  

Á Spring Carnival Planning ± Fridays | Room 134  

Á Asian Heritage Night ± Thursdays | Room 212A  

Á East African Cultural Night ± Thursdays | Library (Ends 3/23) 

 

My Brothers Keeper & My Sisters Keeper at Mercer Intl Middle School 

 

Á MBSK is an initiative of the City of Seattle and Seattle Parks to serve youth of African descent in 
Seattle Middle Schools with a Parks Community Learning Center: (1) Aki Kurose, (2) Denny, (3) 

McClure, (4) Mercer, (5) Washington. Students are recruited to participate based on academic and 

social-emotional need. 
 

Á Students meet twice weekly for support with academic mentoring & goal-setting and a group 

lesson on different content areas such as (1) college and career, (2) community, culture, and 
heritage, (3) health, wellness, and nutrition, & (4) social development and life skills. 

 

 
Á In seeking to form a brotherhood and sisterhood with peer-to-peer accountability, students are 

grouped in mentor teams with a mentor: student ratio of 1:6. Mentors are recruiting from the Seattle 

community and more specifically, neighborhoods of the schools in which they work. 

 

Mentors are either pursuing or have obtained a college degree, and bring a diverse array of skills 
and talents to our young people! 

Á MIMS currently serves 30 young men in the MBK program and has 4 mentors. 
 



Á MIMS currently serves 42 young ladies in the MSK program and has 6 mentors. 



Meet the MBSK Team!!! 

 

Javon Carlisle ± Lead MBK Facilitator  
Email: jacarlisle@seattleschools.org  

 
AKA Coach Javon! Portland born, Seattle raised. I went to 

several schools around the Central district and Beacon Hill. 

Graduating from ODea in 2010 and recent graduate of 

Washington State University. I am an energetic, personable, 

team player committed to providing a quality program.  

 

Why I mentor? I have learned that education is not only what 

you read in a book, but comes through life experience. It is 

my hope is to create a positive learning environment that imparts the tools young black men need to 

take the diverse life experiences they will face and turn them into life lessons that build the true 

character of a man. These youths are our future, and with the right guidance they will be able to 

change their community for the better. 

 

Malik Ceesay ± Mentor  
 
A native of Queens, New York I was raised in the heart of Seattle. 

I attended grade school at Orca Elementary and a former Asa 

Mercer Mustang. I went to high school at Franklin and later 

transferred and graduated from Roosevelt in North Seattle. I am 

currently a student as the University of Washington.  

 

Why I mentor? In todays day and age, it is imperative that we as 

young black males strive for success. As I was a young boy 

growing up I unfortunately did not have the chance to have 

someone guide me on the steps to becoming successful, but 

luckily with a lot of hard work and research I was able to place myself in the right situations and places that 

have allowed me to get to where I am today. I have chosen to mentor as a way to help make this road easier for 

younger students of color. I hope to use my challenges and experiences as a guide for the younger generation 
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and help provide any help that I possibly can that will place them on the road to success, I can only help them 

get on the road and provide direction but at the end of the day, they are the drivers of their cars and I want to 

help them realize this. 

Rosemary Kinney ± Mentor  
 
My name is Rosemary Kinney I was born and raised here in Seattle WA.  I 

Graduated from Garfield High School and went on to Highline Community 

College where I received my degree. I only have one older brother but have 

had the privilege of being part of the Big Brother and Big Sister program for 

over 25 years.  

 

Why I mentor?  I was matched with an amazing sister who is still a strong 

presence in my life today, and I know what it means to have a positive mentor 

in your corner someone to help with the difficult times. I have been able to use 

this experience as a stepping stone in my own life and I am looking forward to 

passing along this experience to the student of Mercer.  

 
 
 

Angela Moseley-Freeman ± Mentor  
Email: ammosley@seattleschools.org  

 
I am a native of Seattle, WA and graduated from Rainier Beach High 

School. As an educator and proud mother of two young black men I take 

pride in working with the next generation of youth that will one day take 

my place giving back to the community.  

 

Why I mentor? In a world of negativity, I enjoy shaping the minds of 

young people to take on empowering perceptions, not those that bind 

you. If you can see the positive sides of everything youll live a much 

richer life than others.  

 

I teach my young ladies to purge unnecessary negativity from your life 

so you can truly Live, Laugh, Learn, and Love!  
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Lester Pearson ± Mentor  
 
I am 24 years young from South Seattle, WA. I graduated from Franklin High 

School in 2010 (Seattle, WA) and Bowdoin College in 2014 (Brunswick, ME). 

At Bowdoin I majored in Visual Arts with an interest in Graphic Design. When I 

am not mentoring with MBK (My Brothers Keeper) I am a part-time Uber 

driver and Freelance Artist (graphic design and painter). I chose to be a mentor 

with MBK because I felt I would be a great addition to this program. I also 

always wanted to give back to the youth one day. I just want to see positive and 

successful things out of people who look like me.  It takes the youth to change 

the youth! 

 

 

 

 

Ashe Ricketts ± Mentor  
 
Among the eldest of a blended family, Ive learned that how I handle 

adversity has shaped the approach others take when facing similar issues. I 

grew up in the south end of Seattle, WA went to middle school right here at 

Mercer and went on to Cleveland High. Currently I work for Swedish 

Medical Center as I pursue my education in the healthcare field.  

 

Why I mentor? Children are the future; and it really takes a village to raise 

one. Its our duty as the village to explore our childrens adversities to help 

better themselves. One day it will be their children and their childrens 

children¤So I choose to do my part.  

 

~ Cleveland Eagles Class of 2013  

 

 



Mackenzie Tinsley ± Mentor  
 
I am 20 years young born and raised in Seattle, WA. I graduated from 

Garfield high school currently attending Highline College. I am the 

president of the Highline College Black Student Union.  

 

Why I mentor? I believe the more you know the more you owe. You are 

upcoming leaders, I was raised by a village and understand the importance 

of a positive role model. It is my time to pass the torch.  

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Anthony Washington  
 

 

I am from the Central 

District of Seattle, 

Washington.  I attended 

Meany Middle School, 

and after that I attended 

Garfield High School, 

where I would 

eventually receive a 

basketball scholarship to play at the University of Washington.  I am a former professional athlete, who 

has played in many countries around the world.   

Why I mentor? I love being a mentor, there are so many opportunities to teach the kids, and learn from them at 

the same time.  I remember having to learn a lot of lessons the hard way growing up.  I really want to help kids 

learn how to deal with adversity, as they will undoubtedly experience obstacles on their routes to success.  If not 

prepared, some kids react to adversity in ways that only hinder their ability to make progress in life.     



My favorite part of mentoring is teaching the kids and talking to them about issues they are dealing with.  It is so 

important to allow them to express themselves, getting them to open up is such a rewarding feeling.   I am very 

thankful to be involved  with the My Brotherôs Keeper program.  



Wilton Waverly ± Mentor  

Is there a such thing as a "quad-bio"? With all the different facets to 

my personality, just describing one doesn't seem to suffice.   

First, there's Wilton, the CEO ï heôs not a businessman but a 

BUSINESSé MAN! He lives, eats, and breathes business.   

Then there's ñTHE Professorò- the teacher and life-long learner.  He 

always wants to teach and be taughté educate and be educated. Be a 

role model, mentor, and mentee to his community.  

Next, there's ñPunchyò- the brother and son.  He was the third oldest 

of five children, but unfortunately a couple of tragedies left him the 

oldest of two.  

ñWillò is the unpredictable one. He can be confident but not 

arrogant... generous, but not easily taken advantage of... the list of 

contradictions is endless.  

Most importantly, there's ñDaddyò, the father. Daddy regulates everyone else. When ñWiltonò is tired, daddy 

forces him to work harder. When ñTHE Professor,ò thinks he knows it all, daddy teaches him something new. 

When Will gets arrogant, daddy reminds him thereôs always someone better.  When they all go crazy, daddy 

reminds them who theyôre leaving a legacy to. 

If youôre just as confused as I am, just call me ñWillò and heôll figure out who you should talk to. J 

 

Jasmine Willis ± Lead MSK Facilitator 
Email: jlwillis@seattleschools.org  

 
 
I am 25 years old and currently completing my last year of college 

online through CWU to receive my BA in Law & Justice. I was born 

and raised in Seattle, WA and enjoy playing with my silly one-year-old 

son.  

 

Why I mentor? I love being a part of MSK because I want to be able to 

be someone that young girls admire and trust. A lot of them are going 

through more than what some people may think they are at their age in 

both school and at home. For me to be able to teach them how to 

handle life lessons; along with being someone who will listen to what 

they have to say, about any and everything; cannot only change the 

mailto:jlwillis@seattleschools.org


way they look at life but change how they feel and look at their self. 

 

Lupe Wilson ± Mentor  
 
I am a loving mother of an 11-year-old son who I try to do my best to raise and 

teach him how to be a mixed black man in society. I grew up in the subparts of 

Holly Park and went to Cleveland High School before attending Evergreen 

State College then Seattle University earning my Masters in Criminal Justice 

in 2013.   

 

Why I mentor? I understand the struggles that young women of color often 

endure growing up; it is my obligation to provide the skills and tools that I 

have learned through adversity to the next generation in hopes that they dont have to go through what I have to 

get to where I have.  

 

Elen Tesfamariam ± Mentor  
 
As the only black girl in my middle school in Bellevue 

Washington of about 500 or so students, I've always had an 

interest in helping my community. This interest was 

heightened when I attended college and learned of the 

many injustices that the black community endures. I 

wanted to defend my community but in order to validate 

my words I needed a law degree. Thus, I went back to 

school and recently graduated from the University of 

Washington with a degree in political science and 

international security. Currently I'm sitting for the 2017 

LSAT as well as mentoring young girls in my own 

community.  

 

Why I mentor? I enjoy mentoring because it brings me such joy to know that I'm making a difference in the 

lives of little girls who often have no one to turn to. Someone who looks just like them and can understand their 

struggles. My girls mean the world to me!  

 



 

  



 

 

 

 

 

 

AFTER SCHOOL PROGRAMS KEEP KIDS SAFE, 

HELP FAMILIES AND INSPIRE SUCCESS 

AMONG YOUTH!  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


